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THE USE OF THEMATIC PROGRESSION TO IMPROVE






To produce good writings, the students need to know how to organize Theme and Rheme in their writings to make their writings coherent. This organization of Theme and Rheme is known as Thematic Progression. This classroom action research was conducted to know whether Thematic Progression really improved the coherence of the students’ writings. The population in this research consisted of 104 second semester students taking Paragraph-Based Writing course in 2008-2009 academic year at English Department, Faculty of Languages and Letters, Dian Nuswantoro University. They were given a treatment about Thematic Progression. After receiving this treatment, they were asked to write English paragraphs using certain paragraph development, and the results were evaluated. The cycle was iterated for three times. The sample of this research was taken randomly using purposive random sampling. Forty  students were taken as the sample, especially those who had the complete marks for the whole cycles. The result showed the significant improvement on the coherence on the students’ writings  indicated by the increased mean scores in every cycle. The thematic progression pattern the students mostly employed in developing their paragraphs is theme reiteration. The second preferred is zig-zag pattern, while multiple pattern was rarely employed in their writings.
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In writing, the students are required to produce language to express their ideas. To do this, they should have sufficient knowledge of what to write and organization of language. Knowing what to write will enable the flow of ideas, whereas knowing how to organize will help them convey the ideas in a clear way to the readers. To produce good writings, the students need to know how to organize Theme and Rheme in their writings
Halliday (1994:37) says that Theme is the element which serves as the point of departure of the message; it is that with which the clause is concerned. The remainder of the message, the part in which Theme is developed is called Rheme. As a message structure, therefore, a clause consists of a Theme accompanied by a Rheme; and the structure is expressed by the order whatever is chosen as Theme is put first. Gerot and Wignel (1994:103) mention that in English the Theme can be identified as that or those element (s) which come(s) first in the clause. This represents the point of departure of this message from the previous one. The rest of the clause is called Rheme. New information is typically contained in the Rheme.
Rheme is the most important element in the structure of the clause as a message because it represents information the speaker wants to convey to the hearer. It is the Rheme that fulfils the communicative purpose of the utterance. 
In the English Department, Faculty of Languages and Letters, Dian Nuswantoro University,  Writing course  is given for three semesters. Sentence-Based Writing is given in the first semester; Paragraph-Based Writing is given in the second semester; and Genre-Based Writing is given in the third semester. 
In Paragraph-Based Writing, the students are required to produce paragraphs. In writing paragraphs, the students have to pay attention to the coherence of their paragraphs. Coherence means to hold together, in basic that paragraph in writing has the right order with the clear process. Coherence plays an important role in making a paragraph read well. Every coherent paragraph contains smoothly-connected. A coherent paragraph consists of interrelated sentences which move in such a way that they smooth the way, one for another. In writing paragraphs, the students have difficulties to make their paragraphs coherent. As a result there are several students’ writings that are not coherent. To make the students’ writings become coherent, Paltridge (2000: 140) offers patterns called Thematic Progression patterns.  
Thematic progression refers to the way in which the Theme of a clause may pick up or repeat, a meaning from a preceding Theme and Rheme. According to Martin and Rother in Paltridge (2000:140), there are three kinds of thematic development patterns, they are:
a.	Theme reiteration/ constant theme pattern 












The example of a paragraph that employs reiteration/constant pattern can be seen below:





Whales are facing extinction. The few whales which are left travel along the coastlines of many countries. The whales travel in large groups. Whales are large mammals. They have a layer of skin, blubber, meat, then, their bones.

b.	A zig-zag/ linear theme pattern














The example of a paragraph that employs this pattern is:





When Japanese people write their language, they use a combination of two separate alphabets as well as ideogram borrowed from Chinese. The two alphabets are called hiragana and katakana. The Chinese ideograms are called kanji. Hiragana represents the 46 basic sounds that are made in the Japanese language. Katakana represents the same sounds as hiragana but is used mainly for words borrowed from foreign languages and for sound effects. Kanji are used to communicate

c.	Multiple theme/ split rheme pattern












The example of a paragraph that employs this pattern is:
	There are four basic types of clows. Whiteface clows cover their face with white make-up, and they do a lot of physical stunts like leaping and tumbling. Auguste clowns wear colourful, ill fitting clothing and oversized shoes. They also have bulbous noses and brighly coloured wigs. Character clowns make fun of the human condition and they may impersonate characters such as a cowboy, fireman, tramp or policeman. The more recent “New Vaudeville” clowns involve the audience in the performance.





This research was conducted in the Paragraph-Based Writing course of the second semester English department students of  Faculty of languages and Letters Dian Nuswantroro University in 2008. The subjects were 40 students taking the course. 
Research Procedure
This classroom action research was conducted in three cycles . Every cycle consists of four steps: planning, treatment, observation, and reflection.  Planning was conducted by preparing the materials used for the treatment in every cycle. Treatment was conducted by applying the Thematic Progression pattern to increase the coherence of their writings and asked them to write their first paragraphs. Observation was conducted by observing and scoring the coherence of the students’ paragraphs; and reflection was conducted by evaluating all of the actions done in the first cycle and its result seen from the students’ average score of the coherence.   
Technique of Data Analysis





During the action research the four tests, were given to the students. In each test the students were asked to write a text consisting of one paragraph on a certain topic. There were four texts written by each student in the four tests. The first text was written in the pre-test, and the other three texts were written in the three cycles.  Table 1 shows the mean of coherence scores of the writings written by the students in the four tests.







	N = The Number of Subjects







Thematic Progression on the Students’ Writings.
The Thematic Progression patterns the students mostly employed in their writings are Theme reiteration/ constant theme pattern, followed by zig-zag /linear theme pattern, and then Multiple theme/ split rheme pattern. 
Theme reiteration pattern is considered to be mostly preferred because this pattern is employed by simply repeating one Theme in the previous Theme. For those students this pattern is the easiest one because they don’t  need to find new theme in the next clause. This is one of the ways the students can do to make the paragraph coherent.
Zig-zag pattern is also employed by these students. This pattern is considered more difficult that theme reiteration because they need to pick up the rheme of one clause to be put  as theme  in the previous clause. 
While  multiple pattern is rarely employed in their writing because for students this pattern is considered to be the most difficult one. 
	One of the paragraphs written by the student in pre-test can be seen below:
Text 1 (written in  pre-test)
Love
	Love is feeling natural to love another person. Love is beautiful for a person who has this feeling. When you feel your heart beat fast and you want this too last, you need in his side forever. Everyone have this feeling to get the happiness in their life. Love makes us happy and sad. When you feel that love, you like can fly and you like reach all the sky. Everyone have important person in their life. So, love is very important to everyone to care another person and makes us brave to say that “I love you”.


	The Themes and Rhemes of text 1 can be seen on table 2:
	
Table 2: Theme and Rheme of Text 1
	
No.	Tema (Theme)	Rema (Rheme)
1	Love	is feeling natural to love another person
2	Love	is beautiful for a person
3	Who	has this feeling
4	(When) You	feel your heart beat fast
5	(And) You	want this too last
6	You	need in his side forever
7	Everyone	have this feeling to get the happiness in their life.
8	Love	makes us happy and sad.
9	When You 	feel that love.
10	You	like can fly
11	And You	like reach all the sky.
12	Everyone	have important person in their life.
13	(so) Love	is very important to everyone to care another person
14	And (love)	makes us brave to say that “I love you”.


Table 2 shows that in developing her paragraph, the student used two kinds of Thematic progression patterns. From 14 clauses written in this paragraph, there are 7 clauses developed using constant theme pattern, 1 clause developed using zig-zag theme pattern, but there are 6 clauses (42%) that are not connected each other. It happens in clause 3 to 4(who to you), 6 to 7 (You to Everyone), 7 to 8 (everyone to love), 8 to 9 (love to you), 11 to 12 (you to everyone) and 12 to 13 (everyone to love). It shows that the coherence of her paragraph is still low.
After this, the students were given a treatment again on how to write coherent paragraphs using Thematic Progression  and then they were asked to write paragraphs. One of the students’ paragraphs written in this cycle 1 can be seen in text 3.
Text 2 (written in cycle 1)

Handphone
	A handphone is communication device which is used for communicate with other people. Handphone has many series, they are Nokia, Sonny Erricson, Samsung, Motorolla, etc. Almost people in this world have handphone. Handphone makes people more simple to talk to each other. You can bring handphone to anywhere you go, so you don’t need to find the telephone store if you want to calling someone when you are not in your home. Beside the advantage, people like the shape, the colour and the features. So, handphones is an important thing for people now.


	The Theme) and Rheme of text 2 can be seen in table 3.
	
Table 3: Theme dan Rheme of  Text 2
	
No.	Tema (Theme)	Rema (Rheme)
1	A handphone	is communication device
2	Which	is used for communicate with other people.
3	Handphone	has many series
4	They 	are Nokia, Soony Erricson, Samsung, Motorolla, etc.
5	Almost people in this world	have handphone.
6	Handphone	makes people more simple to talk to each other.
7	You	can bring handphone to anywhere you go,
8	So You	don’t need to find the telephone store
9	If you	want to calling someone
10	When you	are not in your home.
11	Beside the advantage, people	like the shape, the colour and the features.
12	So, handphones	is an important thing for people now.
		
Table 3 shows that in developing her paragraph, the student used two kinds of Thematic progression patterns, they are constant theme pattern, and zig-zag theme pattern . From 12 clauses written in this paragraph, there are 7 clauses developed using constant theme pattern, 2 clauses developed using zig-zag theme pattern, but there are 3 clauses (25%) that are not connected each other. It happens in clause 4 to 5(They/hand phone to people in the world), 6 to 7 (hand phone to you), and 10 to 11( people to hand phone )   . In cycle 1 the coherence of the students’ paragraphs is better than the one written in pre-test. 
After this, the students were given a treatment again on how to write coherent paragraphs using Thematic Progression  and then they were asked to write paragraphs. One of the students’ paragraphs written in this cycle 2 can be seen in text 3.
Text 3 (written in cycle 2): 
Friendship
	Friendship is intimate relation between two persons or more. It can be relation of same gender or different gender. In friendship relation needs affection, notice, patient, honesty between one and others. If one of others get trouble, like family problems or love problems and also small problems or big problems, it can be decrease with friendship. Friendship can make humans become more intimate until feel like family. Friendship can make human more adult. Friendship contains trust. Trust is very important for the humans in friendship relation. If one of human in friendship do a lie, the friendship can be broken. Because of that, the lie is very destroy friendship. Friendship is very precious and must be save by everyone. 

	The Theme and Rheme of text 3 can be seen on table 4.
	
Table 4: Theme and  Rheme of  Text 3
	
No.	Tema (Theme)	Rema (Rheme)
1	Friendship	is intimate relation between two persons or more.
2	It	can be relation of same gender or different gender.
3	In friendship	relation needs affection, notice, patient, honesty between one and others.
4	If one of others	get trouble, like family problems or love problems and also small problems or big problems,
5	it	can be decrease with friendship
6	Friendship	friendship can make humans become more intimate until feel like family
7	Friendship	can make human more adult.
8	Friendship	contains trust.
9	Trust	is very important for the humans in friendship relation.
10	If one of human in friendship	do a lie,
11	the friendship	can be broken
12	Because of that, the lie	is very destroy friendship.
13	Friendship	is very precious
14	And (it)	be save by everyone.
	

Table 4 shows that in developing her paragraph, the student used two kinds of Thematic progression patterns, they are constant theme pattern, and zig-zag theme pattern . From 14 clauses written in this paragraph, there are 11 clauses developed using constant theme pattern, 2 clauses developed using zig-zag theme pattern, but there is 1 clause (7%) that is not connected each other. It happens in clause 4 to 5(one of others to it). In cycle 2 the coherence of the students’ paragraphs is better (18%)  than the one written in cycle 1. 
After this, the students were given a treatment again on how to write coherent paragraphs using Thematic Progression  and then they were asked to write paragraphs. One of the students’ paragraphs written in this cycle 3 can be seen in text 4.
Text 4 (written in cycle 3): 
Music
	There are many kinds of music. Music can ba classified depending on the genres. Basically, there are four types of music genres: rock, pop, RnB, and Classic. Rock (modern popular music with a strong beat, played on electric guitars) may be divided into pop rock, alternative rock, and slow rock. Pop is a modern popular music with a strong rhythm, and it can be sub-divided into pop rock, and alternative pop. RnB is a popular music which is played at club party. It can be classified into hip hop and rap. Classic is a slow sad music. It can be divided into jazz and blues.
	

	Tema (Theme) dan rema (Rheme) pada teks 4 adalah sbb:

	Tabel 5: Tema dan Rema Teks 4
	
No.	Tema (Theme)	Rema (Rheme)
1	There	are many kinds of music
2	Music	can ba classified depending on the genres.
3	Basically, there	four types of music genres: rock, pop, RnB, and Classic.
4	Rock (modern popular music with a strong beat, played on electric guitars)	may be divided into pop rock, alternative rock, and slow rock.
5	Pop	is a modern popular music with a strong rhythm
6	and it	can be sub-divided into pop rock, and alternative pop
7	RnB	is a popular music
8	which	is played at club party
9	It	can be classified into hip hop and rap.
10	Classic	is a slow sad music
11	It	can be divided into jazz and blues.

Table 5 shows that in developing her paragraph, the student used three kinds of Thematic progression patterns, they are constant theme pattern,  zig-zag theme pattern, and multiple rheme pattern. From 11 clauses written in this paragraph, there is no clause that are not related to each other. The coherence in this writing really increases (7 %) compared to the one written in cycle 2. 
	Based on the improvement of the coherence of the students’ writings from cycle one to cycle 3, it can be said that thematic progression pattern is effective to improve the coherence of their writings.

CONCLUSION
From the previous discussion it can be concluded that Thematic progression pattern really improved the coherence of the students’ writings. In can be seen from the increased mean score of T1 (60.5) to T2 (65.5), T2 (65.5) to T3 (70.7), and T3 (70.7) to T4 (77.6). This means that Thematic progression pattern is significant to improve the coherence of the students’ writings.
The thematic progression pattern the students employed mostly in developing their paragraphs is Theme Reiteration. The second preferred is zig-zag pattern. While  multiple pattern is rarely employed in their writings.
Theme reiteration pattern is considered to be mostly preferred because this pattern is employed by simply repeating one Theme in the previous Theme. For those students this pattern is the easiest one because they don’t  need to find new theme in the next clause. This is one of the ways the students can do to make the paragraph coherent.
Zig-zag pattern is also employed by these students. This pattern is considered more difficult than theme reiteration because they need to pick up the rheme of one clause to be put  as theme  in the previous clause. 
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